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are making more handouts for their
friends, Republicans actually sim-
plified the Tax Code. Where Democrats’
increases are going to eliminate jobs,
our tax cuts increased job growth, in-
creased employment, lowered unem-
ployment, raised wages.

The 2017 tax cut was an across-the-
board tax cut. It helped businesses and
working families, and the result was
the best economy in my lifetime.

In the months after the tax cuts,
nearly 200 companies—200 companies—
announced raises for their employees.

Six million American workers re-
ceived either a bonus or a raise or an
increased retirement contribution—6
million Americans after we passed that
law.

Now, before the pandemic, unemploy-
ment was at a b0-year low. Wages were
growing at the fastest pace in a decade,
and the biggest wage gains were for
people at the bottom of the economic
ladder.

On average, American household in-
come rose by more than $4,000 a year.
Well, this is more than the increase
over the entire 8 years of the Obama-
Biden administration.

We had the lowest poverty rate in a
half a century. Child poverty was
down; income inequality went down.
The top 1 percent’s share of taxes went
up, so the richer folks were actually
paying more in taxes.

After Republicans cut taxes, we saw
the lowest unemployment rates ever
recorded for African Americans, for
Hispanic Americans, and for Asian
Americans.

When we began to reopen the econ-
omy last year, it was the fastest recov-
ery in American history. That was be-
cause we had such a strong economy
before the pandemic.

What a contrast to what we have
with the Democrats over the last 6
months. Since Democrats took control
of Washington, we have seen the fast-
est rise in core inflation in 40 years—
the fastest rise in core inflation in 40
years.

And we have also seen the most un-
filled jobs in Americans history. The
American people are already paying
more at the grocery store, paying more
at the gas station; now the American
people are bracing for the fact that
they are going to pay a lot more on tax
day as well.

Yet just as bad as the Democrats’ tax
increases, on top of that, we see reck-
less spending. Democrats tell us the
bill costs $3.5 trillion. This is nearly
the cost of what America spent in
World War II. Yet the bill is actually
much more expensive than $3.5 trillion,
because Democrats continue to use ac-
counting gimmicks to hide the real
cost of the legislation.

Last week, a nonpartisan group re-
leased a study showing the real cost is
likely $5.5 trillion. This is on top of the
$6 trillion we have already spent on
coronavirus relief. Five and a half tril-
lion dollars is larger than the entire
economy of Japan, which is the third
largest economy in the world.
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This is clearly a recipe for inflation.
So now Democrats are waving around a
report from a single discredited econo-
mist who says: Oh, don’t worry about
inflation.

Well, the people in my home State of
Wyoming are worried about inflation
because they are living it.

Now, this same economist has been
wrong over and over and over again in
his career. He predicted a recession
under President Trump. Instead, we
saw the best economy of our lifetime.
He wasn’t even close. His work was an
influence on President Obama’s stim-
ulus plan, which gave us the slowest re-
covery in 70 years.

So hard to know why the Democrats
would want to even turn to this person
other than he is saying what they want
him to say.

Who are you going to believe? Him or
your own two eyes?

And the people of Wyoming believe
their own two eyes when they go and
fill up with gas or they go to the gro-
cery store or other stores and see their
paycheck being eaten away.

Now, Democrats now tell us they can
spend their way out of inflation. Spend
their way out of inflation?

This isn’t just wishful thinking. This
is radical. It is extreme. It is dan-
gerous. It is scary. Our economy
doesn’t need a dime of stimulus. We
don’t even need stimulus. We didn’t
need it 4 months ago, when Democrats
borrowed and spent an additional $2
trillion.

Prices are going up because Demo-
crats spent too much already. The
money supply hasn’t gone up this fast
since World War II.

One Democrat Senator, this weekend,
said inflation is happening because of
money we have already spent.

Well, if this is true, then why would
we want to add fuel to the fire and
spend more? Why would we want to do
that?

Democrats are printing more money
without creating more goods and serv-
ices. So if you print more money with-
out creating more goods and services,
this is almost a textbook definition of
inflation.

The two bills coming to the floor now
would bring Democrats’ total for the
yvear to $8 trillion in additional govern-
ment spending.

According to an estimate from the
Manhattan Institute, this is enough to
give every American household $60,000;
or it is enough to cut income taxes by
one-third.

Instead, Democrats are preparing
more payoffs for their friends and do-
nors. This bill is a full giveaway to
union bosses, trial lawyers, leftwing
professors. It includes taxpayer funding
for full-time professional climate ac-
tivists. It includes corporate welfare
for connected companies.

This tax-and-spending spree is ut-
terly reckless. Not one Republican will
vote for this bill. This means all it
takes is one Democrat in the Senate or
a handful in the House to stop this
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freight train to socialism. All it takes
is one Democrat concerned about our
future, willing to say: We shouldn’t
weigh down our children with debt or
our economy with massive tax in-
creases.

President Biden and the Democrat
party are in charge of this runaway
train. Bach and every Democrat is
going to be held responsible for the
consequences. This includes more infla-
tion, more worker shortages, more
debt, and more dependency.

Look, Democrats did enough damage
with their last spending spree. This
new spending spree is much worse.

Unlike their last spending spree, this
bill includes massive tax increases. It
is one more reason why the American

people are already speaking out
against this reckless tax-and-spending
spree.

People across the country and cer-
tainly home in Wyoming are fed up,
and the poll numbers are showing it.
Seventy-four percent of Americans—we
are talking Republicans, Democrats,
Independents—T74 percent of Americans
are concerned this spending spree will
accelerate inflation; 78 percent are
rightly concerned about their own
wages going up at a time when—with
their own taxes going up at a time
when their wages have been getting
eaten into by inflation.

The people are going to remember
how you vote on this bill. They are
going to remember it. They remember
it every time they go to the gas sta-
tion, every time they go to the grocery
store, and they are clearly going to re-
member it when they go to vote.

So election day will come, people will
make their votes as citizens, and they
will realize what the Democrats have
done with this reckless tax-and-spend-
ing spree and how it has impacted
them as they are paying more in taxes,
having a greater national debt, and in-
flation eating away at their paycheck.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

(The remarks of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO
pertaining to the introduction of S.
2513 are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills
and Joint Resolutions.”)

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I yield the
floor.

VOTE ON PROUTY NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that all
remaining time be yielded back on the
nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Prouty nomina-
tion?

Mr. PETERS. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.
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The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 284 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leapy Sinema
Carper Lujan :
Casey Manchin Sgaﬁ;:ln ow
Collins Markey Sullivan
Coons Menendez N
Cortez Masto Merkley Tester
Duckworth Murkowski Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden
NAYS—46
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sasse
Burr Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Capito Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cassidy Johnson Shelby
Cornyn Kennedy Thune
Cotton Lankford Tillis
Cramer Lee
Crapo Lummis Toomey
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
Fischer Paul
NOT VOTING—1
Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
0OsSOFF). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

————

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN
AMERICA ACT—Motion to Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to the motion to re-
consider the vote by which the cloture
vote failed on the motion to proceed to
H.R. 3684.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote by which
the cloture failed on the motion to pro-
ceed to H.R. 3684.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion
to reconsider.
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The motion was agreed to.
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 100, H.R.
3684, a bill to authorize funds for Federal-aid
highways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other purposes.

Charles E. Schumer, Alex Padilla, Jeff
Merkley, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jon
Tester, Christopher A. Coons, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin , Jack Reed, Patrick J.
Leahy, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin,
John Hickenlooper, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Tammy Duckworth, Patty Murray, Joe
Manchin III, Mark Kelly, Kyrsten
Sinema.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to H.R. 3684, a bill to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit pro-
grams, and for other purposes, shall be
brought to a close, upon reconsider-
ation?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 67,
nays 32, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 285 Leg.]

YEAS—67
Baldwin Grassley Portman
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Risch
Blunt Hickenlooper Romney
Booker Hirono Rosen
Brown Hoeven Sanders
Burr Kaine Schatz
Cantwell Kelly Schumer
Capito King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Leahy X
Casey Lujan Smith
Cassidy Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey Tester
Coons McConnell Tillis
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Cramer Merkley Warner
Crapo Murkowski Warnock
Duckworth Murphy Warren
Durbin Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Ossoff Wyden
Gillibrand Padilla Young
Graham Peters
NAYS—32

Barrasso Hawley Rubio
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Sasse
Boozman Inhofe Scott (FL)
Braun Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Lee Thune
Daines Lummis
Ernst Marshall $oomey

X uberville
Fischer Moran Wiclk
Hagerty Paul loker

S5137

NOT VOTING—1
Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KELLY). On this vote, the yeas are 67,
the nays are 32.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion, upon reconsider-
ation, is agreed to.

MOTION TO PROCEED

The clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to H.R. 3684, a bill to au-
thorize funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit programs,
and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I want
to commend the group of Senators who
worked with President Biden to reach
an agreement on a bipartisan infra-
structure bill. The Senate has just
come together and, in a strong bipar-
tisan fashion, voted to begin the legis-
lative process here on the Senate floor.

For the past few months, I have laid
out a two-track strategy on infrastruc-
ture: a bipartisan bill, focused on tradi-
tional, brick-and-mortar infrastructure
projects, and a budget reconciliation
bill, where Democrats plan to make
historic investments in American jobs,
American families, and efforts to fight
climate change.

In order to start work on a reconcili-
ation bill, the Senate must pass a
budget resolution first. As I have said
repeatedly, our goal was to pass both
bills in this session—hopefully, in July.

My goal remains to pass both the bi-
partisan infrastructure bill and a budg-
et resolution during this work period—
both.

It might take some long nights. It
might eat into our weekends. But we
are going to get the job done, and we
are on track.

Again, the vote tonight means we are
on track to reach our two-track goal
before the Senate adjourns for the Au-
gust recess.

————

TRIBUTE TO ROCKY AND LISA
EADES

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today in celebration of Rocky and Lisa
Eades, the 2021 honorees of the Boys
and Girls Clubs of Central Wyoming.

Since 1978, the Boys and Girls Clubs
of Central Wyoming has made a posi-
tive difference in the lives of children.
Their mission is to inspire all youth,
especially those who need them the
most. They strive to help young people
reach their full potential as productive,
responsible, and caring citizens. The
programs, leagues, and activities serve
the children in our community by cul-
tivating academic success, healthy life-
styles, and good character and citizen-
ship.

On September 8, 2021, the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Central Wyoming will
host their 23rd annual awards and rec-
ognition breakfast. At this breakfast,
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